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[O] [God continues, “And not only so, but as to your saying ‘[and 
there we saw the Nephilim the sons of Anak. who come from 
Nephilim, and we seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and 
so we seemed to them’ (Num. 13:33), how in the world did you 
know how you appeared in their view anyhow!” 


[P] Said R. Simeon b. Laqish, “[Implicitly] they criticized heaven 
by saying, ‘For they are stronger than we’ Num. 13:31). It was 
as if they were saving that [not they but God] could not 
overcome them.” 


[Q] R. Levi in the name of R. Levi in the name of R. Hama bar 
Haninah: “‘But with the roar of a great tempest — but with 
the roar of the great tempest which you spoke — he will 
set fire to it, and its branches will be consumed’ (Jer. 
11:16).” 


It has been taught [in the Tosefta’s version: R. Yosé says, “They 
assign a meritorious matter to day that merits it and a 
disadvantageous matter to a bad day. 


“When the Temple was destroyed the first time, it was the day 
after the Sabbath and the year after the Sabbatical year. 


“And it was the watch of Jehoiarib, and it was the ninth of Ab. 
“And so in the case of the destruction of the Second Temple. 


“And the Levites were standing on their platform and singing, 
‘And he has brought upon them their own iniquity, and he will cut 
them off in their own evil’ (Ps. 94:23). 


“Now tomorrow, when the Temple house will be rebuilt, what will 
they sing? 


“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to 
everlasting’ (I Chron. 16:36 and Ps. 106:48). 


[Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel] who alone does 
wondrous things. Blessed be his glorious name [forever; may his 
glory fill the whole earth! Amen and Amen!]’” (Ps. 72:18-19) [T. 
Ta. 3:9]. 


R. Simeon b. Lagish asked before R. Yohanan, “What is the law as to 
saying a Psalm without the pouring out of libation offerings.” 


He said to him. ‘Let us derive the answer from the following: And so 
in the case of the destruction of the Second Temple. And the 


